
NHS Parents, 
 
Wow…… fall break is almost here.  Personally, I am excited for some time off 
with my family.  Many of you don’t know this but most of the high school 
administration are on 12-month contracts which means we don’t get much time off 
in the summer especially when you have a huge summer school program like we 
do and only 8 weeks to get ready for the next school year.  I normally get 5 to 8 
days off each summer, so this is my first real break since the last spring break. 
 
I hope all of you have a good break and are able to spend some time with your 
family.  Remember it’s the little moments that mean the most like having a family 
game or movie night, an impromptu family trip to get ice cream, going to a 
pumpkin patch, or just taking a walk.  (In case you are wondering… high school 
age students still like to do these activities with their families.)  Just make sure 
when you are doing these types of activities that you have a ‘no phone’ rule for 
everyone…including you.  Without phones you may be shocked about the 
awesome interaction you all will have with each other.   
 
As always there is no need for you to read the entire newsletter.  Please glance 
through and find the information that you need and disregard the rest.    
 
 

Noblesville High School IHSAA Sportsmanship Score: What 
you can do to help us win a school banner. 

-Many of you probably don’t know but the IHSAA (our governing body for high 
school athletics) gives each school a sportsmanship score based on an 
accumulation of our athletic conduct for the entire school year.  Schools can earn 
and lose points in many ways.  Schools can earn points for attending trainings, 
getting positive reports from other schools, and attending student leadership 
conferences just to name a few.  Schools can lose points for player conduct, coach 
conduct, fan conduct and failure to complete assigned trainings.   

At the end of the year schools with high enough scores earn a sportsmanship award 
banners to hang in their school.  Earning enough points to get a banner is actually 
very hard because you can lose points quickly if your school has a run of poor 
conduct at an event. 



 The reason we are including this in our newsletter is so that you clearly understand 
that your conduct at an athletic event can cause our school to lose points.  If you, as 
a parent, are ejected from an event by an official our school will lose a significant 
number of points which would take us out of the running for a banner.  At events if 
you find yourself getting heated please take a break and go the concession and get 
a soda and a candy bar and calm down for a few minutes.  This will make the event 
better for everyone including your athlete.  If you get too elevated, you may be 
asked to leave the event.  If you are asked to leave, please do so immediately.  We 
are doing this to not only protect the student athletes but also to protect our 
school’s sportsmanship score.  If an official ejects you then our hopes at a school 
banner are lost for the year.  Just so you know the school even loses points if I get 
ejected as the principal.  Maintaining our sportsmanship score is everyone’s 
responsibility.  

The IHSAA has been working with a national program called InSideOut to focus 
on redefining the purpose of education-based sports and bring back the original 
purpose of school sports which is to develop our children in to responsible adults 
via all of the great lessons they learn from playing sports.   

This group has created a parent playbook with a cool video to parents.  If you get a 
chance please take a look at the two links below to learn more.  I have also 
attached and IHSAA publication called “Hey Mom and Dad” for you to read as 
well.    

https://insideoutinitiative.org/parentsplaybook/ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vVU2rvW4xlU 



 



 

 

Mid-term Grade Checks 

We are coming up on midterm grade checks.  This is a good time to check 
PowerSchool for your student’s current progress and communicate with teachers if 
you have any questions.  Midterm is this Friday 10/4/19.  

 

 

 

 



Panorama Survey 

As part of our efforts to enhance social emotional services we will be 
administering a social emotional climate survey to students in grades 3-12 during 
the month of October.   
  
The survey seeks to get student input on topics like school climate and culture, 
student/teacher relationships, belonging, emotion regulation, social awareness and 
self-management.  
  
When students feel connected to their school environment, they are more engaged 
and increasingly successful in both academic and social achievements.  
  
The survey results will be confidential and will only be seen by our administrative 
and counseling team. Although this survey is not mandatory, results will be used to 
determine any general trend needs of our school as a whole. In addition. input will 
provide valuable insights for future planning and programming in support of strong 
relationships with students, social and emotional education, and academic and 
career needs. 
  
If you have any questions regarding the survey, please contact our district 
counseling coordinator Dana Nelson at (317) 773- 3171 or 
dana_nelson@nobl.k12.in.us.  
 
Thank you for your support of this important opportunity to best serve students and 
our school community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture Retakes 

-If your student would like a picture retake or missed pictures here are our retake 
dates. 

Grade 12:   Thursday 10/10/19 

Grades 9, 10, and 11:  Friday 10/11/19 

Students should listen to the announcements after the pledge and during the day for 
instructions on how and when to get their retake. 

If you have picture questions, please contact Samantha_deane@nobl.k12.in.us . 

 

PSAT  

-On October 30, 2019 we will be giving the PSAT to students in grades in 9, 10, 
and 11.  Our schedule will be altered that day.  Stay tuned for an updated schedule. 

 

Selective Service Legal Requirement 

-We are sending this information as a courtesy to you and your 18-year-old male 
student (if you have one).  This is not a function of Noblesville High School. 

Men who are turning 18 are required by law to register for the selective service 
within 30 days of their 18th birthday.  Men can pre-register at age 17 years and 3 
months and their registration will be held until their 18th birthday.  Registration can 
be completed at www.SSS.gov.    

 

Miller Impact 

-Hanging in our mailroom is our Miller Impact board.  This is a chance for faculty 
and staff members to publicly thank a colleague for helping with an event or lesson 
or for just being a great teammate.  We also hang general thank you letters from 



parents and students on the board for display as well.  If you would like to send a 
public thank you to our faculty/staff or an individual letter please mail or email it 
to Dr. McCaffrey, principal, and NHS and I will hang them on the board.  Please 
make sure you note that you want your letter placed on the Miller Impact board.  If 
you do not make this designation your letter will be directly delivered to the 
specific faculty/staff member(s) listed. 

 

New NHS Twitter Handle 

-We have a new Twitter Handle that we are launching.  If you use Twitter, please 
follow us at @NobHighSchool 

 

Graduation Date and Time 

-Graduation this year is June 6, 2020 at 3:00 PM at the Indiana State 
Fairgrounds Coliseum. 

-We feel very lucky to get a Saturday graduation this year due to how the calendar 
has shifted.  We are one of the last schools to go to the coliseum for graduation, so 
we always get to pick out date near the bottom.  Our 2021 graduation will be back 
on a weekday. 

 

Who to contact if you need help? (please go to the high 
school website for needed email addresses) 

All Grades 9 -12  

If you have questions about grades or class-specific academics, please contact the teacher 
directly. 

 

 



If you have a question about general academics, graduation requirements, post-secondary 
options, and/or the general well-being of your child please contact their guidance counselor. 

Grade 9   

Discipline or Attendance Items:  Mrs. Olszewski, Dean 

All Other Items:  Mr. Swafford, Assistant Principal 

Grade 10 

Discipline or Attendance Items:  Mr. Luna, Dean 

All Other Items:  Mr. Stuckwisch, Assistant Principal 

Grade 11 

Discipline or Attendance:  Mrs. Olszewski, Dean 

All Other Items:  Mrs. Miller, Assistant Principal 

Grade 12 

Discipline or Attendance Items:  Mr. Luna, Dean 

All Other Items:  Mrs. Mobley, Assistant Principal 

Students with IEPs 

For IEP concerns please contact the teacher of record. 

 
Parent to Parent  

NHS Parents, 

I myself have two daughters (grade 7 and grade 4) and raising children today is 
very hard, to say the least.  My job as a school administrator provides me with a 
wealth of knowledge that I greatly value because it allows me insight into what I 
need to do to be a better parent to help my own children.  Let’s face it, when you 
work with over 3000 students daily you tend to learn a thing or two.  As I send out 
communications this year, I will be adding this “Parent to Parent” segment to pass 
along some of my knowledge in the hopes that it might help you as well.  The 



information I have is not top-secret by any means but if you don’t do what I do 
daily you just might not know what you don’t know. 

 
Kids and Social Media 
I appreciate the kind words I receive about this segment.  Honestly, I am thrilled 
that many of you read it and I love hearing your feedback.  My position is very 
public which can sometimes make family life tricky.  This is why I am generally a 
private person.  Writing these segments has been a risk for me but the positive 
response encourages me to continue.  I have an awesome family, a great wife and 
two great daughters, but I do want to clarify something…we are NOT the Partridge 
Family nor are we the Brady’s heck we aren’t even the Keaton’s.  (I know these 
sitcom references are showing my age so some of you younger parents may have 
to break out the google machine to understand the contextJ.). We have our ups 
and downs just like everyone else and our problems are definitely not solved in a 
tidy 30-minute episode. 
 
I am asked on a regular basis about my thoughts on kids using social media.  I 
generally avoid my direct thoughts because while I am a moderate in regard to 
almost all issues, I am definitely an extremist in regard to social media.  Also, in 
my position it seems that when I comment on how I parent my own kids that 
sometimes people take offense because they think I am judging them….which I am 
not. I am merely answering how I handle my own children.  So here we go…my 
thoughts on my kids being on social media. 
 
Quite simply my kids are not and will not be on social media in the foreseeable 
future.  At my job I see multiple times a day how social media is having a negative 
impact on many of our students.  No students are exempt from this negative 
impact. Monday mornings at school are generally filled with administrators and 
counselors moderating social media wars that happen over the weekend between 
students.   
 
I do acknowledge that social media can be used for good purposes and is used for 
good purposes in many ways.  My job as a parent is to put each side of the 
argument on a scale and balance the good versus the bad and determine if one 
outweighs the other.  On my scales the bad that can occur for children greatly 
outweighs the good, so my daughters do not have social media.  There are more 
and more studies coming out about the negative mental health effects social media 
is having on children. The studies combined with what I see daily make me feel 
confident in my decision.  



 
Social media is relatively new to everyone, even adults.  And if you have been on 
our local social media here in Noblesville you can clearly see that quite a few 
adults don’t know how to use social media either.  A few years ago, I unfollowed 
many of our local community social media groups just to get away from the 
negativity which seems to fester in these mediums.  My social media detox 
changed my life and I became a more positive person almost overnight.  There is 
far more good in the world than bad, but if we only expose ourselves to the bad our 
world perspective will be skewed.  My kids not being on social media keeps them 
away from a lot of negativity which makes them happier people.  Recently I was 
shown posts of adults bashing a kid on social media and I was not surprised…and 
it bothered me that I was not surprised.  In my career I have seen this happen too 
often because on social media people become ‘keyboard warriors’ and no one is 
off limits.  There is no limit to what people will say to or about others including 
kids and I just don’t want my own children exposed to this nonsense. 
I do have my own social medial accounts, but I have limited the groups, feeds, and 
people that I follow because I use social media to make me laugh, make me happy, 
make me informed, or to make me inspired.   If I feel a person or group is being 
too negative, I unfollow them immediately (including family and friends).   
 
There are my thoughts as a dad.  My girls ask if they will be allowed to have social 
media when they are in high school and right now I tell them ‘no’ because high 
school students are just a susceptible to the negative mental health effects as 
younger students.  Who knows if I will feel the same way in a few years.   
 
Thanks again for you time and I hope you all have a good fall break. 
 
Sincerely, 
Craig McCaffrey 
Interim Principal 
 
 


